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BLUE STATE: Beginning with She nastically-isgpired sirips{ sy
Vika-§ recaly The Rafian vaagide, [l Amavicar mat » cherss.

Villa-, the latest Initial-obscssed
venue to woo Dallas, is not another
notch in the Oprah empire. Na, "o
channels “organic, original. oceanic
%o, is Villa-O an osteria? A tramoria? A pizzeria? A pastania? Some ol
all of the above, but with décor that leaves ane wondering: Don't portholes
and cleats connate sealodd?
The idea, according to Kobent Colombo, one of the founding

partners of Villa-0, Trece (across the street) and The Club, s coastal

Iralian a la the iske of Capn. Lots of boat details and polished mahogany
define the mterior. The exteriors Blue and white awnings make the Villa.O
space stand out from the Mt panel fromt of the Travis Street conter it
pccupies. The décor, drawing from the classic, highly polished wooden
runabout boats, suggests [aly's famed Amalfi Coast

That said, the menu is generic lalian. There are some really luscious
ollerings here, as well as some misses that could be attributed to opening
month jitters when we visited in February

Stan with Mediterranean massels that were as |1.|.! md i as any ve

ever had. and undoubredly, the freshest tasting. Amywhere, Anytime, Period
Yes, serving the black-shelled bivalves in a true blue, tear shaped Staub

enameled cast iron pot is a neoe toasch. But it was the clean (dare | use the

wifdl prstineg? flavor of the mussels bathed in a hght yet redalent tomato

sauce that made this such a surprising offering. These lived up to my vivid
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[l -V EA H I Robert Colomba's new ftalian hotspor i making waves and satisfying foodies

imagination. And | couldnt keep my garlic oast out o the pan juices

Purtobelly mushroom (res sound s0 much more '-J:J[I'!1Is1lt.|l|.l.'d than
fried shrooms and they are. These are cross-cuts (long, like French fries) of
big, meaty portobellos with a crunchy, not tough, cnest. Served with tomato
basil aioli, fried portobelio fingers make great mbbling while sipping one of
I|:¢; a0 gredal wines under ?'I,'-ill”

As you no doubt hope, that is the bottle price. By the glass, with a
few around 558 ||p-.~'.'|"|| 1o 530-plus, some would easily tally more than a

Ben Franklin were it not for the cap, Because it uses the patented Le Ve

de Vin wine preservation system to maintain freshncss of uncorked still
sparkling and fortified wines, Villa-O serves any wing on s list by the
glass, half or whale bottle

Flavars here can be big, really hig. Caesar salad, generous enough 1o

share, s as bold with garlic and salty anchovy as the no-holds-barred
reputation of the H,I:-l'l'l.lll CMPCTOr It restores mv faith in the salad thar has

the entrées, grilled

become so diluted by its universal
branzing (Mediterranean sea basws) served with spinach and a lemon

emulsion similar 1o a Flollandaise was a lovely olfermg

Our Ravorite Pasld was the American-style mac made with zesty
Italian cheeses. With a golden crumb topping, creamy pearl white sauce

coats the macarani instead of orange-vellow glop. We liked it better than

the ltalian pasta preparatons

r'||n.||!| W -I,!". l::u,:ir_'-pm'l,l; Way r:||.|'|\. al dente bat the COMNTINUED.



CONTINUED st lacked a certain nchmess, an éan that
distinguithes the classic from mere mear savce. My meuth was sad
Spinach fettuccini was sogey although the marinara was vibran
My mouth was glad, if not ecstatic

Once the line cooks ger more familiar with the kitchen's
wok system, the menu can live up 1o its bravara. Mated o
order, slightly pre-cooked pastas are hirst relreshed in boiling
water then linished with the sauce in a wok, This makes lor
tast preparation over very high heat, efficeent but not
cansistent a month into opeming

Wosod-fied  ovens should produce magnificert pizza, On
neither visi, though, did pizza meet expectations. The Rustica, with
sausage, cipalling onions and masted peppers, should have screamed
Italian countryside, bat a floppy crust diminished e impact ol the
toppings. A second iy, the Chef's Favorte with roasted 1tomatoes,
hasil pesto, goat cheese and garlic had a crisper edge, bat aill the

perioet ||.n-'i||:|.}: thin crst was undermined by a sonery bt

WILLA-0 4514 TRANG S1 74 TR0 ESRI, WOAW VILLADAESTAURANICON MONDAY SATUROAY Sew 10 CLO5E
LI - 10w WO RESERVATIONS RENE NADA. JERD BUT TRELES TUAN EAST EVEH wail 1
FLac CROWDED. AMD THERE'S A COMTY |DUKEE AREA OF YOURE WAITING DE JUST SIPPNG AN
TACENG. WHO'S IN CHARGET VINCOND LG EXECUTIVE CHEF [d THE [ Al |
HEF. (B0 &S FIRST GOO B0 o 61iW &1 WICOLA TTALTAKD. AE0
WA DALY AREIS HES AN RLEA [IF NICK AND SLATS CAIT TOULDUSE AXD THE EOVORE Ca6f AT (2% VITA®
VEW CRANTL WITCH DU COILIGAR SXSHTINGS AT THE BAR AR G000 DEAL: S0N0AY [ FAMuY
T WHEN CHILCREN 15 AND DNDER EAT FREE, WMCLUDIMG SUNDAY BRINCH FROM 3 10 10w TERFL
SF WERL BYRILABLE FOE 51545 PER PERSON. UMUIMITED HILPIKGS RATTMG: ¢ 9

What the sars mean | = Eaic some satewartiny qualities; 1 = pood, above aversge: 1 = very gosd, will shon
saim: 4 = pucellent, smany the srea's best; 5 = warld-class, extranrdisery in every driad Reviews are based
on muitigle winits, Ryt reflect the rewinwer's eversil reactian i fasd, ambience asd servics.

START WITH MEDITERRANEAN MUSSELS THAT WERE AS BIG AND PLUMP AS ANY I'VE EVER HAD AND, UNDOUBTEDLY,
THE FRESHEST TASTING. ANYWHERE. ANYTIME. PERIOD..] COULONT KEEP MY GARLIC TOAST OUT OF THE PAN JUIGES,

Desserts are large and luxe. Vanilla Budin Carmello is 2 cross
between Han and créme caramel and pleases those of us with a
weakness lor all things creamy, Mascarpone cheesecake with almond
biscotts crust also hit its mark, But chocolate mousse cake 1asted dry
despite the Hultly mink-colored filling between the dark oppressiviely
heavy lavers

Villa-O may have sulfered from its early success lammed since

opening with a crowd ol fosdies and Park Cities neighbors, the
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restavrant hasn't had muoch time to find its rhythm, It doesn’l take
reservations and 1t was fillled most evenings the First month. Service can
be maddeningly slow or annoyingly over-anentive. Getting seated
wasii't a problem. Unfortunately, the slow down came at tahle
between courses, On another visit, all courses were unceremonioushy
dumped on the table all at once

There 15 a lot to love abowt Villa-O and more that can become

lovable. The visron 15 clear but same of the details need work =



